Synaptic terminals wrapped in the somatic cytoplasm of pigmented neurons in the human locus ceruleus.
We examined the locus ceruleus (LC) of 59 autopsied individuals whose ages at death ranged from 5 to 108 years. Immunocytochemistry with synaptic vesicle-specific 38-kDa protein (SVP) revealed that clusters of SVP-like immunoreactive coarse granules were present in the somatic cytoplasm of some pigmented neurons in all individuals examined. These SVP-like immunoreactive granules were confirmed electron microscopically to be contained in synaptic terminals which were wrapped in the somatic cytoplasm of pigmented LC neurons.